Can you please complete the following questionnaire and return to Gillian Fox by e-mail on Gillian.fox@darlington.gov.uk by the 31st January 2010.  Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated. 

EMPTY HOMES QUESTIONNAIRE
Empty properties

1. 
Do you have an Empty Homes Strategy and/or Policy? 




Yes/No

2. 
What percentage of your housing stock was registered as empty (2008-2009)?



Staff

3. 
How many staff at your local authority deal with empty properties?  




4.
Do you have dedicated staff for this purpose? 
Yes/No
If yes how many?







5
Have you received any training? 


Yes/No 
If so how many hours? 


Enforcement

6
Have you surveyed the owners of empty homes in your area within the last 2 years? 
Yes/No

7
What enforcement/legal action have you taken in relation to empty homes?


Helping owners sell their property 







Yes/No


Compulsory purchase









Yes/No


Enforced sale










Yes/No


Demolition and clearance








Yes/No


Financial assistance though Grants and or loans





Yes/No


Private Sector Leasing 








Yes/No


Tenant finding scheme 








Yes/No


Action under the Housing Act 2004 







Yes/No

Empty Dwelling Management Order (EDMO) 

8
Have you considered seeking an Empty Dwelling Management Order (EDMO)?  

Yes/No 

9
If you did but decided not to proceed with an EDMO was it due to one of the following reasons:-


(please tick all that apply)


Lack of funds










‮


Staff shortages










‮


Not approved by management/Committee.






‮


No prior knowledge or experience in using an EDMO.




‮

Complexity of undertaking an EDMO.






‮

No management scheme in place.







‮


Other legislation used - please give details.






‮

None of the above – please give details.






‮

10 Do you have an arrangement for a third party to manage your EDMO properties?

Yes/No


(if required)


11
Have you undertaken a successful interim EDMO? 
Yes/No 
If so how many?



13
Have you undertaken a successful final EDMO? 
Yes/No
If so how many?
 


If you have undertaken an EDMO –

14
Do you think it was a cost-effective course of action?  




Yes/No


Please explain your reasons why.

15
Did you manage the property using an agreed third party? 




Yes/No

16
Would you consider using an EDMO again?  





Yes/No


If yes please explain your reasons why.

Current legislation

17
What do you think of the current legislation, introduced in the Housing Act 2004, for tackling the issue of empty homes?


Never used





‮


Very easy to use




‮


Easy to use





‮


Difficult to use




‮


Very difficult to use




‮

18
Do you think the legislative powers available to you are effective in tackling empty homes? 


Effective to use 




‮


Ineffective to use




‮


Please explain your reasons why?

19
What changes in Government Policy and legislation, if any, do you think are needed to tackle the 
issue of empty homes in the future?

Local Authority:-

Name:





Authority to be kept confidential:-  YES/NO

Contact telephone no:-

